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Lynn Brooks 
 
Lynn Brooks is a local Master Gardener with over 40 years of gardening experience in variety of 
climate zones from 3 to 7. 
 
Gardening is her happy place, for stress relief, the satisfaction of seeing things grow and the 
chance to get close to nature. She lives now on a site close to St. Margaret’s Bay full of towering 
hardwoods and soil conditions that give the term ‘rock garden’ a new meaning.  
 
But after creating gardens from one coast to the other, she finally lives in a community of keen 
gardeners, and is a past-president of St. Margaret’s Bay Gardening Club. 
 
Now retired, she still works part-time in a garden center/flower shop meeting old and new 
gardeners and is surprised at how often she is asked the most basic of questions and at the lack 
of fundamental knowledge for growing plants.  
 
Master Gardeners are encouraged to share their knowledge with their communities; so, for the 
last ten years she has taken every opportunity to speak at garden clubs and in libraries. Her goal 
is to share what her experience and research has taught her.   
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Gerald Gloade 

Gerald Gloade is an artist, carver and educator from the Mi’kmaq First Nation, Millbrook, Truro, 

Nova Scotia. Gerald started his career working as a graphic designer for the Nova Scotia 

Department of Natural Resources’ Communications and Education Branch. 

The focus of his work with the Province moved from Forestry Education to Wildlife, Wildlife to 

Nature and then from Nature to Native. After 25 years with the Department of Natural 

Resources, Gerald Gloade is currently assigned to the Confederacy of Mainland Mi’kmaq to 

work on the Mi’kmawey Debert Project through the Office of Aboriginal Affairs. 

Located near a 13,000 year-old Paleo Indian site, the Mi’kmawey Debert Project’s primary goal 

is to build a Mi’kmaw Cultural Centre to protect the sites and share their stories. As an artist, 

educator and Mi’kmaw storyteller, Gerald has become both an advocate and spokesperson for 

the project. In his capacity as the Program Development Officer for Mi’kmawey Debert, he 

guides the development of visitor and educational programs for the future cultural centre. His 

stories and interpretations of the Kluskap legends have captured many audiences. 

This new position has taken Gerald and his wife Natalie and their two sons, Gerald Donovan 

and Kyle, on the road throughout Mi’kma’ki, revisiting the Sacred Placed found in the Kluskap 

legends. 
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Dr. Sean Haughian 
 
Dr. Haughian is a plant ecologist who has focused his work on forest-dwelling herbs, lichens, 
mosses and liverworts.  
 
Originally from Edmonton, Alberta, he has studied and worked in many Canadian ecosystems 
including the montane and inland rainforests of British Columbia, the boreal forests and 
peatlands of northern Alberta, and the Acadian forests and swamps of Atlantic Canada. 
 
Dr. Haughian moved to Atlantic Canada (New Brunswick) in 2010 and completed his PhD at the 
University of New Brunswick in 2016.  
 
His current research focuses on conserving at-risk plants and lichens in forest ecosystems, 
developing new methods to grow lichens and mosses for green infrastructure (like green roofs), 
and understanding how species distributions relate to climate and other environmental 
features. 
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Diane Lucas 
 
Diane Lucas is a retired children’s book illustrator and life-long gardener. She has been a 

member of the Eastern Shore Garden Club (ESGC) since 2017 and is a past president of the club.  

In 2021 Diane became a local leader in the Butterflyway Project, which is part of the David 

Suzuki Foundation. Its objectives are to create native habitats and pollinator patches for 

local bees and butterflies in public and private spaces. 

Butterflyway is now a sub-project of the ESGC and Diane has led her team in planting two 

native pollinator gardens—one on the Gaetzbrook Greenway and one at Bennett Park in 

Mineville. These will be maintained and expanded in years to come.  

Diane has been researching how to create native habitat that meets the lifecycle needs of 

pollinators and beneficial insects. She is currently studying and working on an illustration 

project on butterflies and their host plants. 
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Neville MacKay, CAFA PFCI WFC 
  
 Neville MacKay CAFA PFCI WFC, is known throughout the international floral community not 
only as a diverse and highly talented floral designer with creative flair, but also as a fierce, witty 
and entertaining speaker filled with both knowledge and experience and known by many as 
"That Bloomin' Neville!"  
 
Neville appears as an expert on National and local TV and radio shows across Canada and is 
sought after internationally as an expert presenter.  He, along with his husband David, has 
owned and operated his floral shop, My Mother's Bloomers,  in Halifax, Nova Scotia, for over 30 
years.  
 
Besides running the shop and making presentations, he hosts a tour to the UK, and acts as an 
emcee, auctioneer, host and keynote speaker for various non-floral events. He has also 
received several awards and a commendation from the Government for his philanthropy work. 
 Neville has designed work for many celebrities, heads of state and celebrities, including Cher, 
Sir Elton John, Sir Paul McCartney and members of the British Royal Family.  
 
He is a Design Director with Smithers Oasis (North America), a certified judge with the World 
Flower Council, a member of the Canadian Academy of Floral Art  and Professional Floral 
Commentators International. He's written for several floral publications and is working on his 
second book. 
 
 Mostly, Neville wants the World to "Share LOVE Through the Beauty of Flowers!"  
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Paul Manning, DPhil, BSc Agr, PAg 
 
Paul Manning is an Assistant Professor in the Faculty of Agriculture at Dalhousie University 
where he teaches courses in entomology, conservation biology and research methods.   
 
He holds a BSC. in Agriculture from the Nova Scotia Agricultural College, with a major in 
Environmental Science. He also holds a DPhil in Zoology from the University of Oxfod,  
specializing in insect ecology . 
 
Paul Manning’s research is focused on understanding the importance of insect biodiversity to 
the health of agricultural ecosystems.  
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Elizabeth Peirce 
 
Elizabeth Peirce is an author, editor, mother, teacher and gardener.  
 
Her book Grow Organic:  A Simple Guide to Nova Scotia Vegetable Gardening won the APMA 
Best Atlantic Published Book award in 2011. Her new book Grow Hope: A Simple Guide to 
Creating a Food Garden at Home is available via her website, elizabethpeirce.ca  
 
A frequent guest on the Weekend Gardener show and on CBC Radio, she has taught workshops 
and webinars in food gardening, preserving, seed saving and other forms of sustainable living 
for the Halifax Public Library system and for the Natural Food Pantry in Ottawa.  
 
She offers vegetable gardening consultations in the spring and summer months. 

http://elizabethpeirce.ca/

